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ABSTRACT

Achievement and Retention Patterns
in a Predominantly Hispanic Serving
Institution of Higher Education
(December 2004)
Magdalena Williams: BBA, Texas A&M University-Kingsville
MPA, Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi

Dissertation Chair: Dr. Gary R. Low

Higher education institutions face the problem of recruiting,
enrolling, retaining, and graduating students. This process requires
universities and colleges to assess factors that will ensure student
success. Current research suggests that there are academic and non-
academic factors that are predictors of student success. The study
focused on determining academic and non-academic factors that impact
academic achievement and retention rates of first-year freshman at
Texas A&M University-Kingsville. The academic factors included in the
study were: ACT/SAT scores, recommended /distinguished high school
curriculum, and grades from Texas A&M University-Kingsville foundation
courses. Living Learning Community and Emotional Intelligence
programs were the non-academic factors that were addressed in the

study.
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A quantitative research approach was used to determine the causal
relationship between outcome measures and predictor variables.
Descriptive statistics were first used to describe the variables.
Correlational statistics were then used to determine the relationship of
the predictors upon the criterion. Predictors found to have a significant
correlational relationship were then analyzed via discriminant function
analysis to determine their predictive ability.

The results of the study showed that there are significant
relationships between retention/academic achievement and selected
academic and non-academic factors. Further analysis determined the
strength of specific academic and non-academic factors predictive ability

on retention and academic achievement.
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