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The biggest takeaway from this research is that there is
a huge lack of historical context within these titles. There
is extremely loose historical framing with the absence of
fact within this fiction to properly give the narrative any
authority over the described experiences. Aside from
this, there is a very clear issue regarding a lack of unique
perspectives. When the narrative for over 50 fiction titles
in a period of nearly 80 years seemly nearly unchanging,
there exists a problem on the part of the author. The
biggest problem within this is the emphasis on
“American” experiences, referring specifically to the
United States. Internment of Japanese Americans also
occurred in Canada and South America, with South
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Relevant Events and Noted Patterns
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Children’s books narrating the experience of Japanese
internment in the United States appeared as early as 1945
and continue to be published to the present date. One
guestion of importance regarding these books is historical:
does the way that internment is presented change over
time? As James E. Young states in The Texture of Memory,
“to suggest that a society ‘represses’ memory because it is
not in its interest to remember...is to lose sight of the
many other social and political forces underpinning
national memory.” While examining a timeline of
children’s literature releases, gaps in publishing as well as |
the presentations themselves connect to events in Unites - py i
States history which may have affected this particular
representation. In addition, a of lack of changing
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The 1940s is when the first children’s literature
books on Japanese internment were published. These
books were released just as internment ended, or in
the case of one book, as it was still going on. Pigtail
Twins, in 1943, is the likely first book which mentions
internment in regards to some of its characters;
& however The Moved Outers in 1945 is the first known
book to focus on Japanese internment. In the

e —— following decades, the amount and kinds of fiction
produced on internment varied widely.
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Above — An example of an afterword to provide historical framework within a

children’s literature title. (Lee-Tai, Amy, Felicia Hoshino, and Marc Akio Lee. A Place
Where Sunflowers Grow. New York: Children's Book Press, 2006.)

| A sample of the decades and their notable events
which could have influence on publication: 60s: Civil

representation can be analyzed along with various other
factors which may affect these books.

How the narratives in these stories change, or
don’t change, tells us not only about our
representation but also about the social

climate during publication and how this can
affect historical-related media.

Background on Internment

» Even before Pearl| Harbor there existed deeply set
racial prejudice aimed at Japanese Americans and
Immigrants, as well as other Asian immigrants.

» Within two months of Pearl Harbor President
Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066, leading to
resident West Coast Japanese Americans being
forcibly evacuated. *

» By mid-1942 approximately 120,000 residents were
placed into “assembly” and “relocation” centers,
and of those, 65% were American citizens who
were now being stripped of their rights

Book Requirements

This study examined most, if not all, children’s
fiction on or relating to the internment of Japanese
Americans. Autobiographies, memoirs and non-
fiction have been left out, while biography-related
fiction has been retained. The logic behind these

choices is that its important to note, considering that

historical fiction gives more freedom of narrative as
compared to factual biographies, what is being
presented as history to younger audiences. Overall,
57 books were used as primary sources in this study.

Further Examination

Historical Context and Framing

What these stories are commonly missing from
context is the deeply ingrained racism present in
America, but especially the Western Coast, long before
Pearl Harbor ever occurred. The Immigration Act of
1924, which prevented not just Japanese immigrants
but all Asian immigrants from immigrating and also
from becoming American citizens, is hardly featured.
They also fail to give examples of this, often hostile,
racism - the best example of which can be seen in
newspapers of the time period, often with
inflammatory articles. At the same time, children’s
literature set in the Japanese internment camps seek to
employ a scaffolding of historical events in order to give
greater authority to works of historical fiction.

Authors

The majority of Japanese authors writing on
internment more often than not base their stories on
their experiences or their family’s experiences. Non-
Japanese authors tend to write these stories out of
sympathy, or a need to educate the public at large.
While some base their stories on real people, few
authors are truly historians or work with history in any
capacity.

Major Tropes

There are several recurring tropes throughout these
fiction titles, the most notable being the “white best
friend” trope and the separately interned father. Many
of these titles feature a white friend to the protagonist
to assuage fears of racism, i.e. “not everyone is racist,

is nice to me!” The father is often interned

separately from his family for several months or over a
year, this is often due to their occupation or renown in
the community.

Rights Social movement. 70s: Redress movement for
internment, inspired by the 60s Civil Rights
movement. 80s: Civil Liberties Act of 1988: Provided a
presidential apology and 20,000 payments to
surviving former detainees. Wartime defendants'
cases reopened, and their convictions overturned.
2000’s: 9/11 — September 11", 2001. The beginning
of the War on Terror. 2010’s: 2017-2019 — Separated
children kept in the same former Japanese
iInternment camp.
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Above — Graphs depicting the frequency of publication and the
nationalities of authors. (graph made by Dr. Chika Y. Rosenbaum)

American internees being sent to the U.S. for internment
and barred from returning home. Where are their

stories?

Acknowledgments

Thanks to:

Dr. Chika Y Rosenbaum,
Dr. Brenda Melendy,

Dr. Dean Ferguson

And the rest of the Texas A&M University —
Kingsville history department for all of the help

and support.

Bibliography

Brown, Victoria Bissell, and Timothy J. Shannon. Going to the Source: the Bedford Reader in American
History. 3rd ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martins, 2011.

Bosmajian, Hamida, and Harlan Bosmajian. Sparing the Child Grief and the Unspeakable in Youth
Literature about Nazism and the Holocaust. CT: Taylor and Francis, 2013.

Confino, Alon. “Collective Memory and Cultural History: Problems of Method.” The American
Historical Review 102, no. 5 (December 1997): 1386—1403.

Daniels, Roger. “Words Do Matter: A Note on Inappropriate Terminology and the Incarceration of the
Japanese Americans - Part 1 of 5.” Discover Nikkei, February 1, 2008.
http://www.discovernikkei.org/en/journal/2008/2/1/words-do-matter/.

Daniels, Roger. The Decision to Relocate the Japanese Americans. Malabar, FL: Krieger, 1990.

Daniels, Roger. “Incarceration of the Japanese Americans: A Sixty-Year Perspective.” The History
Teacher 35, no. 3 (2002): 297-310.

Daniels, Roger. Prisoners without Trial: Japanese Americans in World War Il. New York: Hill and
Wang, 2004.

Densho Encyclopedia. Accessed September 17, 2019. http://encyclopedia.densho.org/.

Gangi, Jane M. Genocide in Contemporary Childrens and Young Adult Literature: Cambodia to Darfur.
London: Routledge, 2016.

Hane, Mikiso. “Wartime Internment.” The Journal of American History 77, no. 2 (1990): 569.

Inagawa, Machiko. “Japanese American Experiences in Internment Camps During World War II as

Myer, Dillon Seymour. Uprooted Americans: the Japanese Americans and the War Relocation Authority
during World War I1. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1972.

Oakie, John H. “Japanese in the United States.” Far Eastern Survey 11, no. 2 (1942): 23-26.
OBrien, Robert W. The College Nisei. New York: Arno Press, 1978.

Potucek, Susan C. "Using Children's Literature to Make History Come Alive: Discussing Prejudice and
the Japanese Internment.” The History Teacher 28, no. 4 (1995): 567-71.

Sakamoto, Taylor. "The Triumph and Tragedies of Japanese Women in America: A View Across Four
Generations." The History Teacher 41, no. 1 (2007): 97-122

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica. “Japanese American Internment.” Encyclopadia Britannica.
Encyclopzdia Britannica, inc., May 3, 2019. https://www.britannica.com/event/Japanese-American-

internment.

Sandeen, Eric J. “The Japanese American Relocation Center at Heart Mountain and the Construction of
the Post-World War II Landscape.” Politics and Cultures of Liberation, 2018.

Wilson, Robert. “Landscapes of Promise and Betrayal: Reclamation, Homesteading, and Japanese
American Incarceration.” Annals of the Association of American Geographers 101, no. 2 (2011): 424-44.

Young, James Edward. The Texture of Memory: Holocaust Memorials and Meaning. New Haven, CT:
Yale Univ. Press, 2000.

Bunting, Eve, and Chris K Soentpiet. So Far from The Sea. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2012

Represented by Children’s and Adolescent Literature.” (PhD diss., The University of Arizona, 2007). UA Conkling, Winifred. Sylvia & Aki. New York: Yearling, 2013.

Campus Repository

Jacoby, Harold S. Tule Lake: from Relocation to Segregation. Grass Valley, CA: Comstock Bonanza
Press, 1996.

Jiobu, Robert M. “Ethnic Hegemony and the Japanese of California.” American Sociological Review 53,
no. 3 (1988): 353-367.

Jordan, Jennifer A. Structures of Memory: Understanding Urban Change in Berlin and Beyond. Stanford
(Calif.): Stanford University Press, 2006.

Kertzer, Adrienne. My Mother’s Voice: Children, Literature, and the Holocaust. Peterborough, Ontario:
Broadview, 2002.

Kikuchi, Charles, and John Modell. The Kikuchi Diary: Chronicle from an American Concentration
Camp, the Tanforan Journals. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1993.

Kokkola, Lydia. Representing the Holocaust in Children’s Literature. New York: Routledge, 2009.

Houston, James D and Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston. Farewell to Mazanar. New York: Bantam Books,
1973.

“The Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 (The McCarran-Walter Act).” Office of the Historian. U.S.
Department of State. Accessed September 15, 2019. https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-
1952/immigration-act.

Kadohata, Cynthia. Weedflower. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2009.

Lee-Tai, Amy, Felicia Hoshino, and Marc Akio Lee. A Place Where Sunflowers Grow. New York:
Children's Book Press, 2006.

Means, Florence Crannell. The Moved-Outers. Mahwah, N.J: Troll Associates, 1945.

Mochizuki, Ken, Dom Lee, and Rene Gonzalez. Baseball Saved Us. New York: Lee and Low Books,
1993.

Oppenheim, Joanne, et al. Dear Miss Breed: True Stories of the Japanese American Incarceration During

Kunioka, Todd T., and Karen M. Mccurdy. “Relocation and Internment: Civil Rights Lessons from World World War 11 and a Librarian Who Made a Difference. New York: Scholastic, 2006.

War I1.” PS: Political Science & Politics 39, no. 03 (2006): 503-511.

Leigh, Monroe. “Hohri v. United States. 782 F.2d 227.” The American Journal of International Law 80,
no. 3 (1986): 648-651. https://doi.org/10.2307/2201784.

Miksch, Karen L. and David Ghere. "Teaching Japanese-American Incarceration." The History Teacher
37, no. 2 (2004): 211-27.

Murray, Alice Yang. Historical Memories of the Japanese American Internment and the Struggle for
Redress. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 2008.

Pyle, Kevin C. Take What You Can Carry. New York: Square Fish, 2013.
Sepahban, Lois. Paper Wishes. New York: Square Fish, 2016.
Uchida, Yoshiko, and Donald Carrick. Journey to Topaz. Berkeley, CA: Heyday Books, 2009.

Uchida, Yoshiko, and Joanna Yardley. The Bracelet. New York: Putnam & Grosset Group, 1996.



http://encyclopedia.densho.org/
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/immigration-act

