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Program News

Cong ratulatlons to Noe Saenz for his wedding and listed in who’s who

c 1Y Noe Saenz was married to Noelia
Chacon on Saturday September the
12 of 2009. The ceremony was held at
Our Lady of Good Counsel followed bx
the reception at the KC Hall down 14"
street in Kingsville.

Noe was selected as a Who's Who
recipient and received the award at a
ceremony along with the other
recipients Sunday October the 8" of
2009. Noe says ‘I feel very fortunate
to have received such a special award.
All this and | got to get married as a
bonus. This Rocks my perthite!”

Melissa Hidalgo participates in the HACU conference in Orlando, FL
Melissa Hidalgo traveled to Orlando, Florida to attend the Student Track
portion of the HACU Annual Conference October 31-November 2. She
discussed geosciences opportunities with representatives from the
Department of the Interior (DOI), and United States Geological Survey
(USGS). Melissa learned a lot from the HACU Conference. She will be a
graduate from our program in December.

Dr. McGehee receives Army Corps of Engineers Grant from ERDC
Dr. Thomas McGehee received a $50,000 research award from ERDC
this summer to develop synthetic hydrogeologic models of coastal
environments. McGehee has conducted on-campus research for ERDC
with geosciences students for the past 4 years. Dr. McGehee is proud of
his students accomplishments on these projects. These projects fund up
to 4 undergraduate student engagements each year.

Dr. Yu presented his research outputs at NARP 2009 symposium in
Washlngton DC

Dr. Jaehyng Yu was invited and presented his research titled “Vertical

Integration of Geospatial Intelligence for South Texas” at NARP 2009

symposium sponsored by National Geospatial Intelligence Agency from

September 29 to October 1, 2009. Moreover, his research project is

selected as one of the best performance researches, and he presented

)/ his success story during special session. Attending the symposium, the
"7 research team finishes the 2 year project.

Billy Hales wins the best poster award at SWAAG 2009

Mr. Billy Hales, a MS student at TAMU and class of 2009 TAMUK, won the best poster
award at the Southwestern Division of the Association of American Geographers
(SWAAG) conference in North Little Rock, Arkansas. Hales took first place poster honors
for his poster titled “Shoreline Extraction and Analysis of Lacustrine and Fluvial Systems:
A Case Study.” Hale’s advisors are Dr. Doug Sherman and Dr. Hongxing Liu.
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Geosciences had a great QEP fieldtrip to Central Texas

Our students and faculty enjoyed the most productive fieldtrip in the past several decades October 15-17. Frank
Roberts an engineer with “Austin City Limits” and an avid mineral collector in the Austin area led the TAMUK group
to the famous Badu Hill and Petrick Mine pegmatites. Mr. Roberts has found many of the REE enriched minerals
found in the pegmatites. We were fortunate that he made his spare time available that weekend.

Dan Jackson, Tom McGehee, and
Wayne Kinnison (Physics Program)
prepared a talk on “Pegmatites, Rare
. Earth Elements, and Radioactive
Mineral Safety Issues” and presented
on October 15 to 50 students, faculty,
and Geosciences Club members as
. part of our Quality Enhancement
i Program (QEP). Jaehyung Yu,
~ Thomas McGehee, Dan Jackson, and
John Buckley traveled to the Johnson
City area on Friday morning. During
the travel and at Dr. John Buckley's
ranch we gathered data and
interpreted key  geomorphologic
features.

On Saturday we devoted the day to studying field relationships and mineral assemblages at two Pegmatite deposits.
We congratulate our students and Frank Roberts for their performance on this fieldtrip. The major goals of this
fieldtrip were accomplished by their efforts. We now have maps and a mineral collection of the Petrick Mine and
Badu Hill pegmatite deposits that will be studied by future geology majors.  Students gained valuable field
knowledge that will be useful through their professional careers. Mr. Scott Van Winkle (senior, geology major), Dr.
McGehee, Dan Jackson, and Frank Roberts will be continuing these fieldtrip activities at other pegmatite deposits in
the area to understand the origin and field relationships in this mineralized area.

Meet our Fall, 2009 Research Team

Alexandra Breeding, Dan Jackson, and Dr. McGehee are working on 2 research projects this past year. She
prepared thin-sections of 40 carbonate rock specimens collected on a fieldtrip last spring and identified the
sedimentary environment using hand-specimen and petrographic microscopy techniques.

Noe Saenz is presenting a GIS Crime Analysis in Alice, TX. The project was conducted in hopes of showing the
city of Alice the potential of GIS applications to help reduce crime by assisting with patrolling decisions and crime
predictions. Noe Saenz will be a graduate from this program in December.

Rebecca Roscoe is preparing ore petrology course materials for our mineralogy and petrology classes. Rebecca
Roscoe will be a graduate from this program in December.

Ruben Cano and Dr. McGehee continued his work on the geologic characterization of subsurface fluvial deposits.
Ruben Cano will be a graduate from this program in December.

Sam Cantu, David Smith and Joe Martinez will be a graduate from this program in December.

Juan Cavazos is a new transfer student with good computer skills that will be working with Paul Laraway and
Alexandra Breeding to develop coastal models for our ERDC project.

Melissa Hidalgo and Dr. John Buckley have been preparing and reconstructing a partial skeleton of
Polyptychodon hudsoni. She will graduate this December.

Richard Hodges, Michael Schneider and a team of undergraduate students “dissected” an outcrop of the
Edwards Reef Formation on a QEP fieldtrip last spring.

Paul Laraway is our lead research student to prepare new strategies for modeling subsurface coastal deposits for
ERDC.

Jarret Pawlik is a new member of our team to prepare new strategies for modeling subsurface coastal deposits
for ERDC.

Scott Van Winkle, Dr. McGehee, Dan Jackson, and Frank Roberts will be continuing these fieldtrip activities at
other pegmatite deposits in the area to understand the origin and field relationships in this mineralized area.




Geosciences’ Quality in Research Proved - 7 Papers at 2009 Pathways Program

Geosciences program proved that they are the major players in undergraduate [
research by presenting seven research papers at TAMUS Pathways to Doctorate T e asnt nversiTy vaTen
program. Number of papers presented by Geosciences program account for 13 % Noe Saens

of total presentations made by TAMUK, and it is more impressive because they
made the quality presentations without graduate program. Moreover, Mr. Noe st Place B Science
Saenz, senior Geology major, won the first place in environmental science division.
During last three years of Pathways competition, the Geosciences program has won S —
three awards (two first places and one second place) and the success history goes
on. We proudly present the award certificate and seven papers made by our

students.
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