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AWARDS FOR FOR MER CEN TER
PER SON NEL

The for mer Cen ter Di rec tor, Dr Jose Amador,
has been elected as a fel low of the Amer i can As so -
ci a tion for the Ad vance ment of Sci ence for his Adis -
tin guished lead er ship, re search con tri bu tions in
plant pa thol ogy, and dis sem i na tion of re search in -
for ma tion to stu dents, pro duc ers and pol icy mak -
ers@. A cer tif i cate and ro sette will be pre sented to
him at the AAAS an nual meet ing in St Louis in
Feb ru ary. Dr Amador was also rec og nized re cently
at a lun cheon held at the Weslaco Cen ter to mark
his re tire ment; he was pre sented with a cer tif i cate
signed by Dr Elsa Murano (Vice-Chan cel lor and
Di rec tor of the Ex per i ment Sta tion) ac knowl edg ing 
his 40 years of ser vice, and Dr Ron Rosati (Dean of 
Ag ri cul ture & Hu man Sci ences, Kingsville) pre -
sented him with a gift from Dr Rumaldo Juarez,
Pres i dent of Texas A & M Uni ver sity-Kingsville.

Dr Bhimu Patil, for merly of the Cit rus Cen ter
and now Di rec tor of the Veg e ta ble and Fruit Im -
prove ment Cen ter in Col lege Sta tion, re cently trav -
eled to In dia to re ceive the Rajyotsava Award from
the Karnataka State Gov ern ment for his con tri bu -
tions in the field of ag ri cul ture, es pe cially in AFoods 
for Health@. These awards are pre sented an nu ally in 
a va ri ety of fields in the arts and sci ences, and the
2005 awards were of par tic u lar sig nif i cance be -
cause they were given to an elite group of peo ple to 
mark the 50th an ni ver sary of the found ing of
Karnataka State. 

Con grat u la tions to both Dr Amador and Dr
Patil.

PAT RICK HASLEM STU DENT IN TERN

Pat rick Haslem, Grad u ate stu dent from Mich i gan
State Uni ver sity, is com plet ing an in tern ship with the 
Cit rus Cen ter=s En to mol ogy Dept.  Pat rick ar rived in
July, shortly af ter his mar riage to a lovely young
Viet nam ese girl, Mai Linh.  They took up res i dence
at the Cen ter=s stu dent hous ing com plex and Pat rick
quickly be came in volved in en to mol ogy-re lated cit -
rus re search pro jects.  The first of which was test ing
of two new ex per i men tal chem i cal baits for mu lated
with cit rus oil for re trieval and con trol of the Texas
leaf-cut ting ant, Atta texana.  In so do ing he be came
fa mil iar with the bi ol ogy, ecol ogy and con trol of this
se ri ous dam ag ing pest not only of cit rus but a wide
va ri ety of plant spe cies in the Val ley.  Pat rick has
gained con sid er able  field ex pe ri ence by as sist ing Dr. 
French=s tech ni cians in miticide spray tri als against
the cit rus rust mite C #1 pest of Texas cit rus.  He
has also as sisted in sur veys for the Diaprepes root
wee vil uti liz ing spe cial >Ted ders= Traps placed in or -
chards and  res i den tial sites cur rently be ing mon i -
tored for this se ri ous new in sect pest in South Texas.  
Most  re cently, Pat rick has had the op por tu nity to be -
come fa mil iar  with lead ing edge tech nol ogy of us ing 
color in fra red im ag ery for early de tec tion of in sect
and mite in duced stress/dam age in glass house grown
plants.  Leader and col lab o ra tor in this on-go ing re -
search pro ject is Dr. Ken neth ARod@ Summy, Dept. of 
Bi ol ogy, Uni ver sity of TexasBPan Amer i can in
Edinburg, TX.

Pat rick and Mai Linh will re turn soon to Lan sing,
MI.  Pat rick hopes to com plete all re quire ments for
his Mas ter of Sci ence De gree from Mich i gan State
by Jan u ary, 2006.  They have made a lot of good
friends here and we at the Cit rus Cen ter wish them
the very best in their fu ture en deav ors.     

J. Vic tor French

        Jose Amador           Dr. Ron Rosati
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CIT RUS IN FALFURRIAS – PAST, 
PRE SENT AND POS SI BLE FU TURE

Work in Dr Louzada’s lab on cold tol er ance in
some cit rus types has in spired him to in ves ti gate ar -
eas out side the Val ley for pos si ble fu ture cit rus pro -
duc tion. This has gained added im pe tus with news
that the var i ous prob lems the Florida cit rus in dus try is 
fac ing may re sult in an ex pan sion of the Texas in dus -
try.

One area of south Texas where there used to be a
cit rus in dus try is around Falfurrias and Premont in
Brooks County. The first trees were planted by
E.R.Ranchal in 1906, and a packingshed was opened
in 1914. Freezes were a ma jor prob lem, lead ing to the 
even tual clos ing of the shed.

How ever, a cou ple of peo ple in the area still grow
some cit rus, and the Cit rus Cen ter is plan ning to co -
op er ate with them to test new rootstocks there to see
if there is any cold tol er ance in duced in the sci ons.
Who knows, there may be a fu ture in cit rus there and
else where in south Texas.

Elias Hernandez, John da Graca & Eliezer Louzada 

Packinghouse
in Falfurrias
1921

6 yr old or chard
Premont 1915

Falfurrias 2005

AN OTHER STU DENT DE FENDS HER
THE SIS IN CIT RUS BIO TECH NOL OGY

Ms. Arlene Pacheco first came to the Cit rus
Cen ter as a un der grad u ate stu dent from the Uni ver -
sity of Texas at Brownsville to have hands-on re -
search ex pe ri ence in mo lec u lar bi ol ogy. Upon her
bach e lors’ grad u a tion she, joined the grad u ate pro -
gram at Texas A&M-Kingsville Cit rus Cen ter and
stud ied the ex pres sion of a gene trig gered by cold
in sev eral cit rus spe cies com pared to trifoliate or -
ange. She found that in the cold hardy trifoliate or -
ange, the gene starts its ex pres sion much faster than 
in the cold sen si tive Mex i can lime, which might ex -
plain why trifoliate or ange can en dure cold better
than Mex i can lime. Arlene de fended her the sis in
No vem ber 17, 2005 and will join the Ph.D. pro -
gram in mo lec u lar en vi ron men tal sci ence at A&M-
Col lege Sta tion.  We wish the best for Arlene in her 
new en deavor. 

Eliezer Louzada
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