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Fast-Track MS Program

The Fast-Track MS program allows high achieving and gifted undergraduate students to include
master’s level engineering courses in their undergraduate degree plans and get admitted
automatically to graduate programs in the College of Engineering. Students can pursue any of the
graduate programs currently offered in the college: Architectural Engineering, Chemical
Engineering, Civil Engineering, Computer Science, Electrical Engineering, Environmental
Engineering, Industrial Engineering, Industrial Management, Mechanical Engineering,
Mechatronics Engineering, and Natural Gas Engineering.

The Fast-Track program enables qualified TAMUK, undergraduate engineering students, to step
up their education to obtain both BS and MS degrees in approximately five years of full-time
studies. The students admitted to the program will be able to include approved 5000 and 6000 level
graduate courses as part of an undergraduate degree plan. If the undergraduate students choose the
Fast-Track MS program, they will not be required to take the Graduate Record Examination (GRE)
Test. Qualified students can take up to 9 graduate semester credit hours that may be used to
complete the baccalaureate degree and also satisfy requirements for the master’s degree.

Fast-Track courses taken during the undergraduate senior year must be well chosen so that they
satisfy the requirements of the BS degree AND those of the intended MS degree. It should be noted
that many of the MS programs have tracks or concentration areas with different core requirements.
Fast-Track students may fulfill some of their major course requirements: their undergraduate
guided electives and/or their electives by taking graduate-level courses. Those graduate courses
should also be core or elective courses for the intended MS major. This would allow a student to
complete the remaining BS courses their last semester while also starting on their MS coursework.

They are also allowed to take additional graduate courses while completing their undergrad
requirements if desired, but these would only count toward their MS degree, not both MS and BS
degrees. Fast-Track students may pre-register for graduate courses starting when they are in the
final year of completing their undergraduate degree and their completed and in-progress courses
total at least 90 credits.

Undergraduate students who are enrolled in one BS program within the college may request
admission to a different MS program within the college. For example, Civil Engineering seniors
may elect to Fast-Track into other MS programs such as Environmental Engineering or Computer
Science. Since cross-tracking from a different program requires additional courses that might not
be required by the student’s BS major, careful and advanced planning is required. Students
planning to cross-track should select MS courses from the list of prerequisites and core courses for
their intended MS major. Note that these graduate prerequisites or core courses may also have
prerequisites. A complete list of these dependencies must be considered before the student can be
sure of opting for cross-tracking.



Application Requirements

An undergraduate student in the College of Engineering qualifies to apply for the Fast-Track
program if the student meets the following:

1.

2.
3.

Has senior status and is in the final year in which the student is completing all
undergraduate requirements for graduation to receive a bachelor’s degree.

Has a minimum Overall TAMUK GPA of 2.6.

Has a preferred minimum TAMUK GPA of 2.75 for all engineering major courses.

Fast-Track Process

Step 1: Fast-Track Application Process

1.

2.

10.

11

Check application requirements to see if you are qualified to apply to the Fast-Track
Program.

Consult the graduate catalog for the requirements of the graduate program you are
interested in and discuss the tentative course selection with the appropriate graduate
coordinator/chair.

Discuss with your undergraduate advisor to check whether the graduate courses you are
considering fit your undergraduate degree requirements.

Apply for the graduate program to which the student wishes to matriculate into through
graduate admissions website: https://graduateadmissions.tamuk.edu/portal/program-
explorer

This will ensure that there is an application in place. There is no need to pay the application
fees.

Meet with the department chair to complete the Fast-Track Application form in Ellucian
Workflow at the beginning of the semester to fill in the graduate course and equivalent
undergraduate course selected. More than one course can be selected at the same time, if
needed.

Students should also complete a concurrent enrollment form available at the Registrar’s
office webpage:

https://www.tamuk.edu/registrar/_files R/Forms1/StudentForms/ConcurrentEnrollmentF

orm_Grad2024.pdf

Completed concurrent enrollment form copies should be given to undergraduate advisor,
graduate coordinator and the department chair.

If courses are taken across more than one semester, the above step needs to be done each
semester for the course/s taken in that particular semester.

Register and attend the graduate course/s.

. Upon successfully completing the course, the graduate course will be given a letter grade

and a credit will be given for the undergraduate course.

Step 2: Fast-Track Articulation Process

1.

At the end of the semester, department chair will complete the Fast-Track articulation form
in Ellucian Workflow and also submit the final graded examination paper of the graduate
course student had listed as a part of the Fast-rack program.


https://graduateadmissions.tamuk.edu/portal/program-explorer
https://graduateadmissions.tamuk.edu/portal/program-explorer
https://www.tamuk.edu/registrar/_files_R/Forms1/StudentForms/ConcurrentEnrollmentForm_Grad2024.pdf
https://www.tamuk.edu/registrar/_files_R/Forms1/StudentForms/ConcurrentEnrollmentForm_Grad2024.pdf

2. Once this form is approved, student will receive credit for the undergraduate course listed
as an equivalent of the graduate course taken during the semester.

3. For additional course/s taken as part of the FastTrack program, these steps should be
repeated.

Matriculating to the Master’s Degree

Upon successful completion of the BS degree, while satisfying overall and major-specific GPAs
as well as completing the graduate courses selected for the Fast-Track program, the student will
transition to the appropriate MS degree program. Graduate matriculation will be created for the
students so that they can continue their studies towards their MS degree without any additional
documentation. Subsequently, students must meet with the MS degree graduate coordinator and
complete any necessary degree plan requirements during the first semester in graduate school.
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