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Dr. Tadeo Reyna, Jr. has served at Texas A&M UsityeKingsville since June 1,
1974.

As the current Director of the Center@estance Learning and Continuing Education,
he has executive-level management oversight fofall@ving programs: (1) on-line and
interactive televised distance learning coursespmagrams; (2) face-to-face instruction at
seven off-campus sites; (3) lower-division corresfence courses; (4) study-abroad and out-
of-state educational programs and extension couiSeprofessional development and non-
credit enrichment workshops; (6) Elderhostel Progrand (7) an Intensive English Program
for international students.

Prior to his current position, Dr. Reys®maved at this institution from 1991-1999 as the
Director of Special Projects in the Department dhBual Education, College of Education.
He managed two U.S. Department of Education Reg©oamprehensive Assistance Center
sub-contracts, one from the University of Oklahah&lorman, Oklahoma, and the second
one from the Southwest Education Development Ldaboran Austin, Texas to provide
training and technical assistance in systemic daleéorm, migrant education, and English as
a Second Language. During that period, he alscteéidehe U. S. Department of Education
National Coordination Activities Program, which pided administrative support for regional,
national and U.S./Mexico bi-national meetings aodferences on issues relating to the
education of migrant children.

From 1987-1991, Dr. Reyna was Associate Direehod, from 1991 to 1996, Director,
of the Central Stream Migrant Education Programr@oator/Development Center, one of
three such centers in the nation. The center peovichining and technical assistance in
migrant education and its related fields to sclibstrict personnel, parents of migrant children
and states’ departments of education personne$ixi@en state service area.
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As Director of the Migrant Center, Dr. Reyna assighe Texas Education Agency in
establishing a satellite distance learning prograt®©91. This program now serves
approximately 30,000 students a year throughounh#tien. A second major initiative was
the design and development of the prototype oltegy for exchanging health and academic
school records for migrant students on the WWWsTmoject, now known as the New
Generation System, is used to exchange over 25@10@d@nt records a year between school
districts in Texas and receiving states.

From 1974-1986, Dr. Reyna served in various cajeadn the field of bilingual
education, including, visiting instructor and adjuprofessor in Bilingual
Education, Associate Director of the Region 6 Bjlial Education Multifunctional Support
Center, and Director of the Title VII (Bilingual Hdation) Training Program.

Dr. Reyna’s public school teaching and mstrative career includes service as
an elementary school teacher and an assistanigairat La Joya (Texas) ISD from 1971to
1974 and service as an elementary school teaclRvexta (Texas) ISD in 1986-87. From
1969 to 1971, he served as a teacher intern watiNttional Teacher Corps Program and
was assigned to work at McAllen (Texas) ISD.

In 1991, Dr. Reyna testified before then@ressional National Commission on
Migrant Education in Buffalo, New York. In 1995, testified before the U. S Congressional
House Sub-committee on Elementary, Secondary, aedtional Education on “A
Comprehensive Plan for the Education of Americaigright Children”.

Dr. Reyna has also received numerousdsnand certificates of appreciation,
including the distinguished Award for ExcellenceMigrant Education presented by the
National Association of State Directors of Migr&tucation in 1996.

Dr. Reyna has been a member of the SAGHdrship committee as well as numerous
university committees and task forces. Dr. Reyraansember of various community and
professional organizations and has served in a&fshigb capacity in professional
organizations, including the office of Presidentlod National Association of Migrant
Educators in 1993-94.

Dr. Reyna holds a BS from Pan Americanéga (now University of Texas-Pan
American) at Edinburg, Texas, and the MS and Edrdin Texas A&l University (now
Texas A&M University-Kingsville) in Kingsville, Texs. He has published several scholarly
works and has developed and/or managed state afeadet foundation grants, in amounts
from $10,000 to $2 million.




Sarann Lyneen Bartee Williams, my name, alwayssspgople in their tracks. “Where
did your parents get those names?“is a questiave heard often in many countries, so let
me explain. My first name, Sarann, is the namenaf af my mother’s aunts. My second name,
Lyneen, is the feminization of my father's namertBa is my family name and Williams is my
husband’s family name. It is an unusual name. énawnakes people checking passports do
double-takes!

| am a native Texan, born in Abilene, but alsoedis Paris and Austin. Perhaps it was
because | was born on Columbus Day, or maybe itoedgied in my genes, but my first word
(so my mother says) was “Go”. At any rate, that lddae what | have enjoyed doing. After
graduating from the University of Texas in Austinli960 with a Bachelor in Education, |
taught elementary grades in that city and took s®&im a Masters Degree program. However,
at the age of 27, | decided to “go”, to experienmee of the world. | left my teaching post in
Austin for a two-year contract at the Cairo Ameni€2ollege in Egypt. An additional two
years in Cairo convinced me that teaching in Irgg@omal Schools in various countries would
be a fascinating way to use my education, develpprofessional skills, meet interesting
people, and see the world. For twenty years | ¥odld that ambition and had the great good
fortune of fulfilling my goals beyond my expectaig During those years, | taught students
from first grade through high school and adultseyrbame from every continent, speaking
many different languages, but all of them had tovkiand use English. It became my job to
teach English even though my assigned subjectstrbggmath, social studies, science,
language arts, music, or drama. The path to mydytwofessional life back in Texas was
being laid, although | did not realize this at time.
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My personal life abroad proved to be more excitimgd sometimes hazardous- than | had
anticipated. During my years abroad in Egypt, Norvwaweden, Iran, England, Yemen,
Pakistan, and Russia, A plane was brought downtheeschool in Cairo by anti-aircraft fire;
| was evacuated from a revolution in Libya and heotn Iran; | was housebound by rioting
mobs in Egypt and Pakistan, and subjected to ngtwell- hidden apartment searches from
time to time by the KGB in Moscow. Regional and ladgrolitics weren't the only source of
excitement, however. | also had wonderful oppottesito travel in the Middle East and the
Indian Sub-continent; to camp in North Africa, Aaghstan and many countries of Europe;
to learn a bit about sailing in Greece and Scotland to travel through countries in South
Asia and the Pacific. | worked with teachers anchiagstrators from all over the world. | met
local residents from all walks of life and had ogpaities to meet journalists, authors,
ambassadors, educators, researchers, archeoltigmpissts, and explorers---so many
professionals from so many countries! Talk abouwtcational experiences! Little did | know,
or even suspect, that one day | would be teachngigh here at TAMUK to young men and
women who would be born in those areas where litiad, traveled, and continued my
education.

My husband, Morgan, and | met in Sweden in 1973&mbur teaching contracts
overlapped. We married in his hometown in Englan@i975 and immediately left to teach in
Tehran, Iran. He has been my partner through matheadventures and misadventures tha)|
| have mentioned, and we have developed a verg @od supportive relationship because o
our shared interests, professions, and experieAtteeugh we no longer teach in the same
place, we still enjoy recreational time togethec@tcerts and theatrical productions,
camping, hiking, birding, and studying butterflidsagonflies, and native plants. Morgan
never did learn to ride a horse and | never leatoeti.

Morgan and | returned to England on a one-ydabaiacal in 1985 and | earned an
additional Bachelors Degree from Birmingham Uniugrsx 1986. In 1989 we came to
Texas to set up a permanent residence and begiminigan the public school system. After
six years, | left the public schools to teach priaate school, then in 1997, | began to work
in Adult Education and Literacy. In 2000 | startedching ESL classes here on the TAMUK
campus, and in 2003 became the Head Teacher foethiy-established Intensive English
Program.

| am what the Americans call a working retiree. Wingy husband retires in two more
years, we plan to hit the road again, but this timeewill have our RV behind our pickup and
two cats in the back seat. Alaska, Canada, andddexiHere we come!




| was born in Hiroshima, Japan but | am a Koreame @onth before the atomic bomb
was dropped in Hiroshima, my father sent us badkai@a. Consequently, my mother and
father were separated under these political cirtamnces.

As a single parent, my Mother educated all founthrough college. | always am
thankful for the wisdom of her belief in the impamte of good education, especially, for her
three daughters. Unfortunately, she passed awapmngtago in McAllen, Texas. | have a
brother in McAllen, a sister in Houston, and ano#ister in Los Angeles. They all
immigrated to the U.S.A. in 1960’s and own theisinesses.

When | was a senior at Ewha Women'’s Universit$960, | met Jimmy, my future
husband, who was in the military service in Selokea. Jimmy helped me to come to Austin,
Texas to attend graduate school at the Universifiegas in 1961. We got married in the same
year.

We have three married sons and seven grandchildiramy and | were very happily
married for 42 years. He passed away suddenly fr@monary fibrosis in April, 2003. | am
very much in grief from losing my husband, and mgrfd. It is very sad that | cannot share
the joys and sorrows of my life with him any more.

However, Jimmy and | traveled extensively in th& 4., Mexico, Canada, Europe,
Asia, and Africa. | cherish the memories of tranglivith him to see the snow capped
Himalayan Mountains, Taj Mahal under the moonlighAgra, India and the Great Wall of
China.

The best memory is when, in 1988, my family antgtdraded the 22 Summer Olympic
Games held in Seoul, Korea. | served as a volumtespreter, assisting foreign dignitaries
and NBC television reporters as well as Korearcils and as a supervisor of Volunteer
Interpreters at the Press village.
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| retired in 1997 after 33 years of teaching elet@gnschool. After my retirement, |
served as an executive director at the Asian GulkMuseum in Corpus Christi and taught at
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi. | also taudb®SL at Dongeui University in Busan,
Korea from 1999-2002. Currently, | am an ESL instou at the Intensive English Program at
Texas A&M University-Kingsville. It is a great plgare to work with the foreign students
who are pursuing their dreams for the better future

Highlights of my carrier were being selected 19@%as Teacher of the Year of
Corpus Christi Independent School District and 1968Xas Teacher of the Year in Region Il
of Texas by Texas Education Agency. | receivedatiesidential award from Korean
President, Rho Moo Hyun in January, 2004. The haras for my lifetime achievement as
an outstanding Korean educator overseas.

Hopefully, my Korean folktale books for childrenlMae published in near future. |
would very much like to continue teaching and aboting my knowledge and experiences
to the young people for many years to come. Thectepter of my life has just begun with
much sorrow, but I'll stay positive each day arafeto enjoy my life again. Now, | have
enrolled in the Doctoral Program of Bilingual Edtica at Texas A&M University-
Kingsville, fall semester of 2005. | hope to becdoreKim Roberson soon.




Hi! My name is Liisa Hewitt and | started as arntiastor with IEP in February, 2008. |
have really enjoyed getting to know all the wondestudents here. | am also a mother, wife,
an adult ESL instructor with the Kleberg Literacgudcil, and a graduate student in the
Department of Bilingual Education.

| grew up near Buffalo, NY, attended a small cadleg the Catskill Mountains of NY,
then transferred to Colorado State University (CBUJolorado where | received my Bachelor
Degree in Wildlife Management. CSU is also whenget my husband, David.

| always dreamed as a child for the opportunityravel and in that, | have been blessed.
Due to schooling and jobs, | have lived in eightes: from New England to the Pacific Ocean
and south to the Gulf of Mexico. | have greatlyogeid the experience of living in many
different climates and communities. So far, | haaeeled extensively in 7 countries and 48
states. | hope to visit soon my last two stateghiian and South Dakota. The next big trip
my family and | are planning is to Taiwan to visiends, and to give my husband the
opportunity to climb a new mountain.

My husband is a professor in the Wildlife Departitegre at TAMUK. We have two
children, a son and daughter, neither of whom Were in Texas, though my son was only
four weeks old when we moved to Texas for the seé¢mme. We have now lived in Texas for
nearly 13 years, and do not foresee moving anysioas, though we would like to return to
the northern climate where trees, water and moositie plentiful.




My name is Jack Chen. | am from Taiwan. | was borkaohsiung, which locates in
southern part of Taiwan. The weather is humid astdhere. So when | first came to
Texas, US, | feel right at home because of thelarity in terms of weather.
| worked in a Japanese company after | graduated émiversity. And | went to Ohio
University, Athens Ohio, to major in Linguisticsftér | graduated in 1988, | went back to
Taiwan and started my teaching career in whichn gaperience in teaching EFL (English
Foreign Language).

In 2006, | decided to “recharge” and came backrddd States to be a student
again, majoring in Bilingual Education. Becausé¢hef geographical location where Texas
IS, | have a chance to be exposed to Spanish artéteculture that | found interesting.

In May, 2006, | went to Puebla, Mexico to presariconference at Universidad, De
Las Americas Puebla (UDLA). In the historical aitfyMexico, | found similarities between
my culture and Mexican’s in terms of many aspentsrag which are the warmth of people,
food and traffic.

Currently I am serving in Intensive English ProgrdEP) in TAMUK while | am
continuing my pursuit of my doctoral degree. | amnwhappy to have this precious chance
to work with the people that | feel “familiar” withnd share with them what | think will be
helpful in English Second Language (ESL/EFL) leagni




In the year when | was born, huge things happeméthina. That was back in 70’s,
when China went through the big changes to cornardelf from a pure communist country to
a combination of many kinds of society existencee Of the most famous Chinese in history,
Mao Zedong, died in that year; Ten years of ‘ca@tteform’, which almost ruin China from
every perspective, economically and culturally,exhdnd in the same year, one of the most
fatal earthquakes in Chinese history killed over tandred thousand people over one night.

Let’s say, China started to rebuild herself fromttyear. My hometown was a new oill
city in northwest of China, where you see many peopstreet who look like Persian or
Turkish. My grandparents were one the first grotigaztors who went to this middle of the
desert.

Surprise coincident is that | went back to theimetown, east coast of China to finish
my college in engineering seventeen years latettatchorthwest city has never been my
address since then. In 2000 | had a good job ijmBeworking for a big oil company. When
all my families were waiting for the news of mytiag down and getting married, | got on the
airplane and came to U.S.

| came to U.S to look for a challenge of the ldeshallenge that can inspire all my
potential talents as much as possible. TAMUK wadfinsy stop in the journey. | got my

Master degree in Chemical engineering in 2003.
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| also met my husband, Louis in this campus. Heeciom Thailand. English is
neither of us first language. But at the momenfound each other, we both know we found
the right person of life. For all these years, \wgenbeen sharing so much funny things that
nobody else could make sense.

However, the challenge of the life continued talleay way. In fall 2003 | was
admitted in University of California, Berkeley fanother major, geo-technology. | fulfilled
the dream of inspiring all my potentials there.ekfinany struggling-lost- picking up myself
processes, | found myself reach another way ohfanb matter a technology or life
problem. Not only more knowledge and confidenceenwrilt up, but also way of looking at
and communicating with this world.

In 2006, graduated with another Master degreeffarént major, | became a research staff in
University of Texas, Austin. | did the engineerimgdeling, | constructed software, |
handled tons of data and | presented in front aede of oil companies but most
importantly, | communicate with the real world nolanks to all the inspiration | got from
the American life, | fulfilled my potentials andey are benefiting me from every parts of the
life.

Family still goes first no matter how many life aiures | took, | got married with
Louis in 2007 and moved back to Kingsville, thetatg place of my American dream. We
held a wonderful wedding in Thailand and now weehavive-month old daughter, who
doesn’t allow me stay out of the home continuowsigr four hours each time.

Teaching in ESL of TAMUK is one of the most intdneg life experiences. | have a chance
to tell the personal stories of learning Englisd aaeing them benefit students makes me feg

a lot of achievement.
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My name is Maria Selene Castillo, | am 22 years old. | was born on August 6, 1986 in San Luis
Potosi, Mexico. | have a pink complexion with an oval face, and dark eyes coffee with long eyelashes, dark
thick browns, and my curly chestnut-colored hair. As for my character | like to be friendly, sociable, and
helpful. I am charismatic, funny, entertaining; | love smiling and laughing. Sometimes however, | am serious
and reserved. | am also sensitive, sentimental, romantic, and noble. | do not support injustice and inequality. |
always prove to be honest, responsible, although | worry and become apprehensive, since | demand too
much of myself. My skills are dancing, singing, sewing, writing and cooking. | love to be creative is one of my
skills, to study and, to think every day about how to learn, to generate knowledge. It fascinates me to devote
myself to reading and researching. | like showing my way of thinking, giving my opinion recapturing the good
thing and experiences of other people. In my family there are five members. For our whole lives we have live
in San Luis Potosi, Mexico, but at present, for our studies, we live in Kingsville, Texas. My mother was born in
San Juan de los Lagos, Jalisco, Mexico. She lived and grew up there until she married my father. She is
noble, sensitive and understanding. Her support is unconditional and she has followed us as a symbol of
fortitude. She is my most important companion, and her greatest talent is excellent cooking. My father was
born in San Luis Potosi, Mexico, but he lived in Dallas, Texas, when he belonged to the US Army. He studied
to be a lawyer, an English teacher, and he has his Master Degree. At the present he is working on his
Doctorate in Bilingual Education at TAMUK. My older sister is 25 years old. She was born in San Luis Potosi,
México, and earned her Bachelor's in Psychology in the same city. At present she is in Kingsville, Texas,
attending her classes for a Master’s in Bilingual Education and working as a substitute teacher in area
schools. My younger sister, 17 years old, was born in San Luis Potosi, Mexico, studied in the same city, and
is attending her senior year in H & M King, High School in Kingsville. Later she wants to earn her Bachelor’s
in Criminal Justice. Finally, there is my puppy “BB”. She lives in San Luis Potosi with a family friend. BB is a
pretty black Pomeranian, one year old. She is playful, affectionate, coquettish, and barks too much. My
friends form another family, who have been with me in good and bad moments. They know when | am sad or
satisfied, and we know each other so well that we always have a mutual empathy. My boyfriend Luis lives in
Mexico. He is an incredible person, and from the beginning | have had his support. | have realized that our
feelings are stronger and mutual. At present | am enjoying good moments with my new friends and my
teachers. | have begun to want their friendship, because they have supported me a lot. | admire and
appreciate them, and | hope that our friendship can continue forever. It feels very good to be provided with
friends around the world who teach you and from whom | always learn something new. | would like them to go
to my city in Mexico someday to visit me. For me travelling is a response to knowledge, a way to absorb and
discover new exploit, to open the way for opportunities and contacts with others. Fortunately | have had the
pleasure of travelling. My city, San Luis Potosi, is located in a fertile area.
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It owes its existence and architectural splendateoosits of gold and silver. | have known the eddble places
of my country mostly like archeological zones. vbalso, traveled in the South of the United Stadesl part of the
North one of best trips that | ever had since ldmetp know famous, fashionable places. Finallysited Montreal,
Canada, where | made very good friends. | receimgédcademic preparation in Sacred Heart School #ormdergarten
through High school. My education experiences beemiost memorable moments of my life. Later | gddn primary
for six years, but | did not enjoy that time beasgshoolwork became more complicated. My seconttage years
were the best stage. That is when romances bedalesaence, and beginning to go out with the frseflly high school
years were intensive and the tasks were exterigomed a dance group that competed for the staterd against other
schools and won. During my first year in the Cettriversity of Mexico, UCEM, San Luis Potosi, Megj | became
aware of one of the most dynamic matters of tmagtiand | knew that. | had chosen the correct psade. Following
that, my friends and | had to research as a teantdpic which had impacted all of Mexican sociétye choose
“Euthanasia”, but days earlier the most famousvigiten company in Mexico, D.F. “Televisa”, gave msiterials that
helped our research. We exhibited it and the resutire excellent. | am grateful to this Companytet& entered the
University Potosina, in San Luis Potosi, whereutlgtd until coming to Kingsville. | have friendlglations, with people
who work at the radio station, and they invited tmereate a soap opera for a local station, ansotd for the local
newspaper and television in San Luis Potosi. Imdjdsocial service at Channel 7's Televisa San lwigre | learned
the use of camera, audio equipment, VTR, switched averything connected to program preproductiod an
postproduction for six wonderful months. In additid created a video about immigration; intervievetadents for our
informative program concerning the increase in estiisl dropping out each year; reported on pollutio8an Luis; and
wrote general interest topics for a magazine. Namltaking my final semester’s online courses hsb in May, | can
return to my country and finish my Bachelor's Daegie December. My greatest accomplishment has teeeantinue
to develop myself, to focus on, and relate to Jalism; to write and research with veracity with Him of treating the
information in a critical, analytical and refleatiway, so as to earn credibility with the audierMg.admiration is for
the biggest television company, CNN, an experesearch and reporting. | hope to belong, to thgamization in time.
First I must finish my English courses successfulyd my Bachelor’'s satisfactorily because | wisbhtain my Degree
and to begin to practice in my area. Also | neeceaon my Master's in Journalism, and my Doctotatéslobal
Communication, |1 would also like to keep on trawvg| learning other cultures, discovering new ptaaed learning new
languages. The biggest dreams that | hope to ecate to skate professionally on ice and have aortymity to show
my skills in singing and dancing. Having all thggejects ahead, | am equally eager to form a famitis a person who
also has dreams, perservence, and who will not tlenymportance of his own projects; someone wimoccanmunicate
with me, and share the same achievements. Surrega@mpletely to this person and to my childreruldlde the base

of our relationship.
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| am Byung-Il Jeon. | was born on September 23,1186Uiryeong, Gyeongnam Province, Korea.
Uiryeong is located at the junction of the Nakddriger and one of its feeder streams, the Nam RivVisr.
special hobbies are playing tennis and hiking oumtain climbing. | am married to So-Hee Sim, a heghool
music teacher, who really enjoys teaching musie iSHriendly and intelligent. We were married @amuJary
8, 1989. We have two sons. Our older one is stgdgtonomics at Hanyang University in Korea, and ou
younger one is a high school student in the 12ddgmat Carroll High School in Corpus Christi. Batle very
hard workers and passionate in their work.

| went to an elementary school in a small counteyimear a mountain and a creek. When | was 12, m)
family moved to Busan, which is the second mostartgnt city and it has one of the largest harborsarea.
It is located on the southeastern side of the KoReninsula. | attended middle and high schoolusaB. In
1984, | graduated from Pusan National Universityp&ément of Earth Science. | studied Meteorology,
Geology, Astronomy, and Oceanography. It was aald& opportunity to understand Earth Science and i
helped me select my future job.

| went into Korea's Air Force as an officer andveeras both a weather forecaster and weather firecal
instructor for four years as First Lieutenant. lor&a, every man has to spend about three yeardlitaryn
service. | learned that weather information andedasts were applied in various industries and djefdr

example, transportation, fisheries, agriculturé anvironmental science.
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Q , GHFLGHG WR IXUWKHU \DWXRR VFSHW H R RIQRLUBRQEBHQW VR R OH QM

3XVDQ 1DWLRQDO 8QLYHUVLW\ |, WWEKGHEDWOQRQVHKYSDRIFEHIG R OBOPWRR\Q |
\HDUV $W ODVW , HDUQHG D 'REWRUDWH®HUBRRHQWIDMOPRWXGLHY LQ JHEUX

,Q ODUFK , EHIJDQ WR ZRUN D@ BLOORIBWMRUHUMILWNKH 'HSDUWPH

(QIJILQHHULQJ , PDGH DVVLVWDQ@WRFEDRIH\SWURUHMY/ RU LQV DQGOI X O O DR I

JRW WHQXUH WKH VDPH \HDU )UMPKN $V¥RFLDWHUMBGQ Rl $FDGHPLFGHLVMILWR

$I1IDLUV W ZDV YHU\ D PHDQLQHKXIOHOERLQGDOWWUDWDYH NHUYHG XOW XD PHHP BN

FRPPLWWHHY DQG SURIHVVLRQDLO/RHWGD@NABWRRQ\S DISGIE \8 PE®B UHSRUWYV LQ

, VWD\HG DV D YLVLWLQJ SURRHVDNKLMWWRIOHIBQ PYHWHRRV\ W R Q B BAUKKID

WLPH , KDG WUDYHOHG WKURXJKHWWH UXP BWDMWBNJIRRQUHIBRQ & D QG DRKURQ LIDMD

\RPLQJ , FRQFHQWUDWHG RQ YQUOWIMUN$P HRULFWVHU 1/DWHR <RV H ALHV&D @ UR(

=LRQ DQG <HOORZVWRQH 7KHWHYLYKW \L W8 SHIBWXH HDOL@G WM 8168 D QQ WA

DOVR KDYH YLVLWHG -DSDQ &KLAD D@EG ORDIHRMDUPKHGVIVWG-DSDQRFK QRWWRW

05, IRU PRQWK LQ , ZLOREHH YHHDIW U@IDHIWW RTKHD NH LQ -DQMWRLBPH |, YL

&KLQD VHYHUDO WLPHV WR FRXQWROVW® G\ UIHF U IO/ IV V8 ® G HIQWWAN WW H,G UM R H

'HVHUW LQ ORQJROLD LQ VXPPHUSRUWXQZWV VDRIRQGHRIS/WD QG VBK H DRD XXAHWID

P\ ILHOG RI UHVHDUFK

, FDPH WR WKH 86%$ IRU D VHFRQG DWLPHYLYLWIQXDBURIHVVRU LQQH P VOK

IRU RQH \HDU 8VLQJ WKLV RSGR WWRXQEWD N, (KROHWKRYE HD Z HO B HD Q EOBIHW K WO

(QJOLVK ZLWKRXW DQ\ GLIILFXEBWHNDUERQ@D SHR 2WLWH @LVK | OXHRQUWHD W R \ESH
KXVEDQG D JRRG IDWKHU WR P\ WRZAR WRQPA QUG PWIR RED WR SURIHRWVPIHR QI

UHVSHFWHG WHDFKHU DQG DQ H[FRHOOHIHW UHVHDUFKHU DW P\
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Hi, my name is Synthia Flores Garza; | was born NI&Y, 1985 in San Nicolas de los Garza, Nuevo Leon
Mexico. But | grew up in Sabinas Hidalgo, Nuevo heMexico. | am 23 years old, and | am marriedml

very friendly and outgoing, | like to talk with pele and learn more about them.

My dad, Adalberto Flores, is 47 years old and wak a salesperson at Barcel Del Norte that belongs
to Bimbo S.A. it is an important company in Mexi¢te started to work for this company 20 years agyp.
mom, Maria G. Armendariz, is 49 years old and wakbome, but before, she made clothes for a faator
Sabinas Hidalgo. They are very important to meabse they are good people and teach me a lot afsgoo
things about life, | can write many good things @bthem, like they always support me when | neetieely
teach me good moral values, and we are a very &osidy. Now | think that if | am a good persontiganks

to them.

| have a sister and a brother. My sister's namiéagiola Flores. She is 22 years old, and married §
months ago with Misael Facundo. My brother’'s nam@dalberto Flores. He is 17 year old and worksafor

Japanese company, Tokyo Electrica de Mexico. Hiiefiat night to become a mechanic.

My education was in Sabinas Hidalgo. The name oftlgynentary School is Nifios Heroes (1991 to
1997). Middle School is Leona Vicario (1997 to 2p@@d my High School is Cecyte (2000 to 2003). When

finished high school | wanted to study at a Uniitgr$ut | could not start immediately.

| found a job as a secretary in a Medical Clinisaved enough money for college, and started ir
January 2005 at the University Autonomous of Nukeson (UANL). | decided to study Management becausd
| liked everything about this career, | studiedhis University for four years (eight semesters) aneed one
more semester to finish my degree. Now | am hetherUnited States, because my husband is a ciizér
need to learn English and continue my studies aefexas A&M University.
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In 2006, | changed my job, because | had a better opportunity to learn more about my degree.
| worked for a Japanese Company Tokyo Electrica de Mexico, as an assistant of Human Resources.
| loved this job, because | talked with people, learned about this company, and trained the new
employees. It was amazing, but | had to resign, for the reason that | did not have much time for

studying.

There are many memorable days in my life. When | graduated from my high school, all the girls
wore a blue dress and the boys wore a suit. It was a beautiful event. My first job is important too,
because | learned to save money so | could help my family. But the most important day of my life
was my wedding day. My husband and | were engaged on March 19", 2006 and we married on April

21%, 2007. This day is the most important to us.

Our wedding day was beautiful; | still remember everything, first at 10:30 | went to the beauty
salon. Second we went to photo studio at 3:00 pm. Third, the mass started at 5:30, it was beautiful.
And the reception was at 8:00, when we danced our song | almost cried, it was very emotional, the
name of our song is “Que me alcance la vida” the group named is Sin Bandera. Another beautiful

thing that | did not expect was a “mariachi” this was a big surprise from my husband to me.

My husband’s name is Justo Garza. He is 25 years old and works in San Antonio Texas, as an
instrument fitter. 1 met him in a club in Sabinas Hidalgo in 2005. | love him, because he is a
wonderful person and always wants the best things for me. | know he loves me like | love him, with

all my heart. He is the most important person to me.

Currently | am studying in the Intensive English Program (IEP) at TAMUK, because | need to
learn English and finish my bachelor's degree. | would like to enroll in August. | know if | start
classes they will not take all my credits, but it is ok, because maybe this will help me improve my

English.

Well my future plans are to finish my bachelor’'s degree and my husband and | would like to have

our own house, and be a happy family.




Hello. I’ m Soro DokporoYamani. | was born on Nousen 19, 1985 in a small town called Korhogo in
the north of Ivory Coast. | have black hair, blagles and my height is 180cm. I'm quiet, a littlg, dmappy
and | like to help people. | have four brothers aixdsisters. They are in Ivory Coast and go tasthvly
father name’s Soro Yamani. He is 55 years oldnisravironmental engineer, specializing in forestfy.
mother name’s Mariam Coulibaly. She is 52 years atdl is a post officer.
| began my elementary school in 1990 in Abidjanl®95, | got my primary and elementary certificat&PP
Bas-Fond Il in Abidjan-Yopougon , and then | wamhtgh school. In 2002, | finished my secondaryostin
CSP of Cocody in Abidjan, and got an admissiorh®Wniversity of Abidjan. At the university, | stied
economy and management for two years. Then | sadgtéh studying management and got my bachelor in
management in 2007.After that year, | told my fathat | wanted to go to United States to studyafor
master’s degree in business administration spadlifiéor finance. On January 11, 2009, | came ®mited
States. At this time, I'm attending the Intensivegkish Program (IEP) at Texas A&M University-Kingiés.
My future plans are: apply for my master degree &tag here to study because | want to have a career
finance, plan to open my own business in Ivory €Cbasause | want to participate of the developroénty

country and create jobs.
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| like to play soccer, go to the stadium to watoh thatches, go to the beach, and | eat fry planitain
have never been outside of my country until nowllpkan to visit Brazil and Argentina for soccerdaio

visit some friends | met here. | would also likevisit Colombia and many others countries, if pblesi

After | finish my master degree, | want to apply foy doctorate degree in College Station. Also, |
want to work here for four years to get experieaee then return in Ivory Coast to open my own besssi |
want attend a university in the United States bgeduhink there are the better professors in fiesand
profit here than in my country. | hope to get afioe analyst job, return to Ivory Coast, and getiedand
have five children.

In my life, there was someone who influences ma.dtfs my uncle. When I look at his background,
| want to become like him. He is very special tolmeeause | grew up with him. For me, he is my bestd
and the one who gave me satisfaction, advices anel tone good memorable events for me. | love him.

Now | want to talk a little about my country. lvoBoast is in western Africa. It shares its borders
with Ghana, Liberia, Burkina Faso, and Mali. The@plation is about 20 million and its size is 322462
square kilometers (km2).lvory coast was a Frendbingountil August 7, 1960.This is the date of its
independence. In Ivory Coast, everybody speak lrdhcs our native language. Also there are alédut
ethnicities .Our first President’s name was Felouphouet Boigny,he died in December 13, 1993. Our
present president’s name Laurent Gbagbo; he ithittePresident. The economical capital is Abidjaual
the political capital is Yamoussoukro. The econahgny country is essentially based on agricultuadfee

and chocolate).

| want to stop here, but if | don’t write this, rhgart will be hurt. | want to thank all my professo
Mrs Kim, Mrs Lyneen, Mrs Liisa, Mr. Jack, Mrs. Ctgband specially Mrs. Nora because when | left my
family in Ivory Coast | was sad. Here | found a riamily, new brothers and sisters
(Alex, Tri,Mercy,Synthia,Selene and Enid),Dr.jeondd’'m very happy .Thanks a lot.




My name is Mercy Evelina Rendon; | was born andaaiin a midsize city called Guayaquil, located
in the Pacific coast line of the nation of Ecuatio®outh-America. | was born on January 29, 19&®nhe
from a family of four sisters and one brother. | ¢na third girl in my family. | have two older s&t Veronica
and Carolina. Also, | have a younger little sistandy which I love so much. Rafael is only a Haibther but,
he also part of the family. | have cute little broayes and straight long black hair. | have coopleobbies
such as dancing and | am really passionate abshioia | consider myself friendly, well center dngmble
person. After, | finished my high school when | veady seventeen years old in Guayaquil, | starhgao the
university there but | was unable to finish my egiras Engineer in systems because | wanted to igalyo

with my mother. | lived in Italy for almost threegrs and | don’t regret it because | enjoyed livtimgye.

My father name is Rafael Ramos; he is only 52 yeltsHis profession is mechanic and lives in
Guayaquil-Ecuador. He is currently living with lartner, Maria Alvarado. Is been about one yearesihe

last time | saw him but, we keep in touch overghene very frequently.

My mother name is Angela Corio and she is 54 ye#is Now she lives in Varese, Italy with hej|
second husband Valerio Corio and my little sisterd@. My parents are always present in my lifedinéred
them very much because they taught me how to beaosependent and a good person. | want you to knq

that my mother is the best mother on earth. | loetevery much.
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Veronica is my older sister and she is 31 years $hk is single and lives in Chile because she is &

doctor and works in a hospital in Santiago de CMle both share the same passion for cats. | hop&lay to

have a big family with a least three cats.

Carolina is my middle sister, she is 29 years ald she is a single mother. She has a beautiful bab
boy. His name is Yandrie Matias. He is one year blibve him so much. He is so cute and sweet babyj

Carolina received her doctor degree in informatic8004. Now she has her own business in Ecuador.

Cindy is my little sister. She is 16 years old ahd is a full time student. She is studying toursrthe
high school in Busto Arzisio, Italy.

Rafael is my half brother from my father side. Hd.1 years old and studying in a middle schooldndgor.

Now, | am a student at Texas A&M University — Kindle in the intensive English program (IEP). |
am married to Marlon Rendon. We married on DecerfiBeP006 in Ecuador. We do not have any children
yet. My husband is from Ecuador too. He is 27 yeddsand works for the United States Navy at thedlla

Air Station Kingsville (NASK). He is physician astnce in the military which is called corpsman.

My favorite things to do are to dedicate my freedito my husband, watch movies, go out to dinner,

and go shopping. | have visited Varese - Italy, Néwk, Washington DC, Matamoros - Mexico and Texas.

My greatest accomplishment is getting married tormgband. | want to learn more than three

languages one day; | hope to speak four languagde ifuture.
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Tri Minh Nguyen is my full name. | was born in May 9n Dong Nai, the third most developed
industrial city in South Vietnam.

| graduated from Hochiminh University of Economie2005 with a Bachelor Degree in Business
Administration. Before | came to America to finisty Master Program in Marketing, | had worked as a
salesman for an American Arab joint-venture Expoesapany for one year and a Japanese Shipping compa
for one and a half years. These jobs provided ntle aviot of business experiences such as selliig,sk

communication skills, team work skill, job arrangamskill, etc.,

The first time | came to America, | had challengesping pace with the life in America. The first
challenge was language. | spoke British Englistfigtnam when | worked, and it is really differendrn
American English. For example, before, | didn’t tnwhat “truck or cab” means; | know only “lorry taxi”.
Second was American communication style. Peoplsw@rposed to say something when they meet each othe
such as “Hello! How are you? Or how are you doing®2h a smile, even at the first meeting. Meanwhite
Vietnam, people need a smile or a nod only. Oneerddficulty for me is driving a car in Americadtive
only a motorcycle in Vietnam. | was so nervous imst fdriving, especially on the freeway. | almogtahcar
in front of me because | drove too fast. Fortunatitle supervisor used the extra brake to slow dinercar. |
learned that | need to follow the speed, road sigtier vehicle on the street, and many other rolesoid

having accidents and to get the right destination.
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| have been now living in America for one year anhlf. That is not a long time, but enough for me
to be accustomed partly to a new life. | can urtdeswhat people say, am confident to talk to thamal,

even express my opinions relevantly. | can drifelgand confidently, too.
Coming to America was one of my best decisionse lnfAmerica now offers me opportunities to
study and adapt to a new culture. My life is nost jat the beginning. | hope that | can find a gmidand

have a better life later to be able to write myoaidgraphy longer.

Wish the bests will come to you and me...!l!




My name is Shin-Chiann Han. | am a 23-year-old fgmn Taiwan.

| love to play volleyball and badminton but | amt tall, only 160cm. If | have to say
my special talent, it would be that | have a veagydppetite. | have no idea how | can eat a lot
of meals and desserts at same time. | must haigestdmach. | am friendly, easy-going
person but when | am in an unfamiliar environmeautnl shy and quiet. As long as | feel
comfortable, I'll be very talkative, lively and apeninded. I'm a person who loves challenges
and tasks; especially when | have important, palerogoals that need to be met, or when |
face a turning point in my life and need to makesolution, | can sacrifice my amusements,
my sleep or anything else , because | think remuplstdeserve great pains.

My mom and my dad are very good parents. They harked hard and saved pennies
in order to send their daughters to study abrohdyTare for us a lot! | hope | can do
something big to repay them. My sibling, Fion, isriing in TUMUK's Intensive English
Program and majoring in Special Education. Shegsal, big sister. Since blood is thicker
than water, she takes care me, especially in Amgtints strange country. Although we are
sisters, Fion and | have totally different persdies and looks, only ours voices are similar.
She always teases me, saying, “You are a straybwolwas raised by my parents.”
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| remember from my childhood that | was a weak dirkeemed as if every week | got
sick and developed a fever. Then | played volldydnadl that helped me to become stronger.
My parents decided to let me start school one igarecause they were afraid that my
brain may be affected by the high fever | had ewvesgk. Therefore, | was the oldest of my
classmates, but my mind and brain are better thpeated.

| am not a social person, so | don’'t have hundegdbkthousands friends; but | have
many close, good friends. Every single one of st rgends is indispensible. | couldn’t live
without them. They’re an essential part of my lifestill keep mementoes of my frienddlys
notes, sincere letters, dumb presents and evegyétse from junior high school until now.
Every time | see them, | can trace each one baakptarticular pleasure, a bliss feel. | know |
have learned a lot from every single friend. | @gpated their accompanying me as | grew

up.

My major was Industrial Engineering at Tung-Hai Brsity from 2004-2008. | hope |
will gain fame and become a celebrity in this afeakeep the ball rolling, | want to increase
my educational experience to know, to learn, toausidind more about this world. The more
the better. For that reason, my first destinatias been the U.S.A. | think my choice was
correct; America is really a big melting pot, doig salad bowl.

Passing the TOEFL and GRE exams is my first target | have to get graduate
school admission as soon as possible. The otheg thieed to do is make more friends so |
can gain more social experiences, understand @iffeultures, and listen to their accents.
More friends can help me practice my speaking eterling abilities simultaneous, also. The
third goal after | stuff myself with subsistentlfkend save enough money which can help
me live in this world, is to travel and choose eonenfortable country in which to reside. My
last goal is the most important one: | want to diaek to my parents their deserved reward.
It might be traveling, money, or a high qualityeliither way, it will certainly include my
love.
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Hello everyone. My name is Che-Hui Chen. | am frbamwan, a small country near China. My
birthday is 02/03/1986, so now | am 23 years olikel drawing, reading, listening to music and virg
movies. Sometimes | write something. | learned Kaen Do lessons in several years ago, but | havesi
forgotten my skills. | love to travel around whethe small towns or big cities, and my favorite eige is
going for a stroll, no matter where. Although, | amerson who never can find the right directicthjnk that

sometimes getting lost is the best way to discoesy things or new places. So, | don’t mind gettosg.

| graduated from Tunghai University in 2008 watimajor in Food Science. Since | was a childveha
always enjoyed eating delicious food, so | thoupht studying Food Science was a quite interesiuice.

Besides, | think that food is an important parbof whole world, so | still want to study more abths topic.

Now, | want to tell you about my family. We aree members: my parents, my two older sisters, and
me. My patents both live in Taiwan. My father ieetired solider who joined a Taiwanese companyhimé&
after he retired. Now he retired from that compadtg.is a strong minded person with clear goalsspect
him very much. Some people might think that, sineevas a solider, he must be very strict. In fidoatt isn’'t
true, and sometimes he is more childish than menwlesare playing together. My mother is a secref@ara

private company.
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She is a very amazing mother who sacrifices herdedife for her family. There were only my motherchl

in Taiwan during the past several y®aherefore Z Hepended on each other very much. She taught me

that love is not only taken from someone but alsery | think her lesson has exerted a profounidiénfce
on me.

Both of my sisters lived in Texas. My oldest sisgaworking for a Taiwanese company in Port
Lavaca, and my middle sister is a teacher in Houstbey came here seven years ago; therefore, ventia
had much time to be with each other. However, bigdticker than water, so we still love each oty
much, although we lived very close. They have tatae of me as much as possible since | arrived in
Texas.

Now, | am working hard for testing and making myplagation for graduated school. Although it
isn’t an easy thing to go abroad for studying, Il do my best to train myself to be more independenope

| have no regret and my family will proud of me.
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