CHEMISTRY 1405--General Introduction to Chemistry
SYLLABUS and GENERAL INFORMATION-Fall 2005

Chemistry 1405-General Introduction to Chemistry:  Elementary studies for those students not majoring in science.  Emphasizes body chemistry and physiological action of drugs, foods, nutrients poisons, cancer-causing agents, etc.  Includes environmental, social, political, historical, and agricultural aspects of the science.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  (1) to acquaint the nonscience student with the principles of chemistry so that the student can appreciate the scientific method and the workings of chemistry as a science  (2) to provide the student with a scientific literacy which can enable the nonscientist to make reasoned judgments on those societal issues which are grounded in chemistry.

STUDENT LEARNER OUTCOMES:  At the successful completion of this course, a student will (1) demonstrate an understanding of basic chemistry by successful completion of assessment exams (2) be able to understand how chemistry is involved with everyday life.

GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS:  This course is part of the general education requirements for Texas A&M University-Kingsville, and satisfies the component area, Science.

Instructor:  Dr. John S. Thompson
E-mail:  kfjst00@tamuk.edu
Office:  Nierman Hall, Room 253
Office Hrs:  MWF 2-5; TT 1:30-5; or by appointment
Text:  The Extraordinary Chemistry of Ordinary Things, 4th Ed., Carl H. Snyder
Lab Manual:  Lab experiments are in the bookstore.
Phone:
(361) 593-2925

GRADE STRUCTURE:
*
Homework & In Class Exercises (about 10-15)
10%
Grades will be based 
(Assessment measures)
**
Laboratory Grade
15%
on the overall average:

***
Major Exams (4)
60%
A = 90-107.5

***
Final Exam (Comprehensive)
15%
B = 80-90; C = 70-80


TOTAL
100%
D = 60-70; F = < 60


*
HOMEWORK POLICY:  Late homework will be discounted 50% per day late.  All problems must be neatly and systematically set up and work shown; answers must be correctly expressed and labeled.


**
LAB CREDIT POLICY:  A student repeating this course may be exempted from laboratory if he or she can produce evidence of having achieved a least an 80-lab average.  This must be done during the first week of the semester.


***
EXAM POLICIES:  Each major exam and the final will be graded on the basis of 110 points.  That is, there is a built-in curve of 10 points for each one.  Students must do their own work on exams.  Cheating will result in no credit for an exam or an F in the course.  Students are assigned seats in which to take all major exams and the final.  Students must sit in assigned seats to receive credit for exams.  Any requests for exam corrections must be made within 72 hours (3 days) of its return.  All unavoidable absences must be reported before the period missed by calling 593-2914 or 593-2925 and subsequently presenting an authorized written statement stating the cause of absence.  Caps, hats and/or sunglasses are not to be worn during exams.  Copies of old exams are on file in the library.

Exam Schedule (tentative):
Date:
Chapters Involved:*
Topics:
Time:

First Major Exam
Sept. 19 (Mon)/ Sept. 20 (Tue)
App A-C; Chas 1-3
Atoms, elements, bonding
10:00 AM/11:00 AM
Second Major Exam
Oct. 10 (Mon)/ Oct. 11 (Tue)
Chas 3 & 7
Per. Table, equations, mole
10:00 AM/11:00 AM
Third Major Exam
Oct. 31 (Mon)/ Nov. 1 (Tue)
Chas 8, 9 & 10
Acids & bases, pH, energy
10:00 AM/11:00 AM
Fourth Major Exam
Nov. 23 (Wed)/ Nov. 22 (Tue)
Chas 4 & 5
Nuclear Chemistry, Redox
10:00 AM/11:00 AM
Final Exam 
Dec. 3 (Sat) [11 TR class] 
Chas 1-5 & 7-10
[Final exams will be given
10:40 AM



Dec. 6 (Tue) [10 MWF class]
Chas 1-5 & 7-10
at the times scheduled.  No 
1:20 PM


*as covered in class
early finals will be given.]

MAKE-UP EXAM:  For those who miss an exam with a valid excuse, there will be a comprehensive make-up exam given on December 1 (Wed) during the regular class period.  Any student who wishes to try to improve on his or her lowest major exam score 

may take the make-up.
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IMPORTANT DATES:  Mid-semester point is October 10 (Mon).  October 27 is the Title IV 60% of semester.  October 31 (Mon) is officially the last day to drop a course with an "automatic Q".  The last day to drop or withdraw from the University is November 28 (Mon).

ATTENDANCE:  Attendance and adult behavior are mandatory.  Students attending class may not leave until the class is over.  Students who have no absences, attend on time, and stay the full period, will get 2 points added to their final averages; students with only 1 absence will get 1 point added their final average.  Cell phones must be turned off during class.
How to
1.
Read the appropriate text material before
4.
Use the Study Guides to follow the course


study: 

coming to class.

and to make sure you know the material.


2.
Attend class and note what is stressed.
5.
Study old tests (on-line) from library.
3.
Do the homework assignments promptly. 
6.
Review the material before taking the test.


DATES:
EXPERIMENT/TEST DATES:

	1.
Aug. 23-25
	Check in; Safety Lecture

	2.
Aug. 30-Sept. 1
	Laboratory Procedures

	3.
Sept. 6-8
	Measurement of Density and Boiling Point: Identification of an Unknown Substance

	4.
Sept. 13-15
	The Periodic Chart:  A Laboratory Study Assignment

	5.
Sept. 20-22
	Qualitative Analysis:  Known Cations

	6.
Sept. 27-29
	Qualitative Analysis:  Unknown Cations

	7.
Oct. 4-6
	Names and Formulas of Compounds

	8.
Oct. 11-13
	Mid-term Exam;  The Mole Concept

	9.
Oct. 18-20
	Chemical Equations

	10.
Oct. 25-27
	Titration of an Acid with a Base

	11.
Nov. 1-3
	Analysis of Hard Water

	12.
Nov. 8-10
	Radioactivity

	13.
Nov. 15-17
	Final Exam, Check Out of Lab; Lab Clean-up

	14.
Nov. 22-24
	Thanksgiving Holidays:  No labs meet


NOTE:
1.
State law requires approved safety goggles be worn at all times in the laboratory.  If you do not wear approved safety goggles, you will not be permitted to attend lab.


2.
If you should happen to miss a lab, try to make it up the very same week if possible.  (Labs are scheduled for Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons.)


3.
Arrive at lab on time.  Your lab assistant will deduct 20 points from your lab grade for arriving late.


4.
Always clean up your lab area before leaving the lab; your grade will suffer if you leave a messy lab space.


5.
Be careful with your lab equipment.  You will be charged for broken or missing equipment.


6.
If you lose your lab key or do not return it at the end of the semester, you will be charged $15.00 by the University to cover the expense of changing the lock.


7.
If you do not check out of lab at the end of the semester, you will be charged $25.00 by the University.

Disability Statement:  This course complies with the ADA requirements as stated on pages 2 & 11 of the Student Handbook and on page 3 of the Faculty Handbook.  Students with disabilities, including learning disabilities, who wish to request accommodations in this class should notify the Services for Student Disabilities Office early in the semester so that appropriate arrangements will be made.  Academic Misconduct Statement:  Students are expected to practice academic honesty in every aspect of this course and all other courses.  Students who engage in academic misconduct are subject to University disciplinary procedures.  Forms of academic dishonesty include:  1. Cheating; 2. Academic misconduct; 3. Fabrication; 4. Plagiarism. See page 23, section 100 of the Student Handbook.  Nonacademic misconduct policy:  The University respects the rights of instructors to teach and students to learn.  Maintenance of these rights requires campus conditions that do not impede their exercise.  Behavior that interferes with 1. the instructor’s ability to conduct the class, 2. the ability of other students to profit from the instructional program, or 3. the rights of others will not be tolerated.  See page 23, section 100 of the Student Handbook.  Sexual misconduct policy: Sexual harassment of students and employees at TAMUK is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Any member of the University community violating this policy will be subject to disciplinary action.  See page 23, section 200 of the Student Handbook.  Safety Policy Statement:  Every student is required to review the on-line version of Chemical Hygiene Plan for TAMUK and sign an affidavit to that affect.  Certain clothing will not be allowed in the lab.  Approved goggles must be worn at all times during chemistry experiments.  Students coming to lab without proper clothing or materials will not be allowed to attend the lab.  Failure to follow safety guidelines may result in expulsion from the lab and a grade of “F”.

