Biology 1201:  Introduction to the Arts and Sciences

Fall 2005: Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00-1:50 PM  Syllabus
BIOL 1201 INTRODUCTION OT THE ARTS AND SCIENCES   Designed to serve a dual function: primarily as an introduction to the specific disciplinary area (i.e., sciences and mathematics: biology, chemistry, geosciences, physics, mathematics) and secondarily as general university-level interaction in the methods and practice of critical thinking, analysis, and communication.  The 30-clock hour course assigns 20 hours to an academic core that is discipline-specific, and 10 hours instruction in and application academic habits and skills.  The course is required of all entering freshmen and transfer students with fewer than 20 hours.

STUDENT LEARNER OUTCOMES:  At the successful completion of this course, a student will have acquired and developed the foundations necessary for success in academic disciplines.  In addition, students will have learned effective strategies regarding more general facets of college life including computer skills, accessing and interpreting professional literature from the library, critical thinking and problem-solving skills.  Secondarily, the course also includes topics on university life, academic skills and mechanics, and career exploration.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  a. Assure the transition to college life, b. Motivate discipline-based academic skills, c. Facilitate relationships among students and faculty, d. Strengthen bonds to TAMUK community, e. Serve as a springboard for a successful college career [students who make an A or B in BIOL 1201 are four times more likely graduate than those who do not], f. Increase student tuition by 2 credit hours.

Instructor:  Dr. John S. Thompson
E-mail:  kfjst00@tamuk.edu
Office:  Nierman Hall, Room 253
Office Hrs:
MWF 2-4; TT 2-4; or by appointment

Required Course Materials:  1.  Student Handbook  (available from Office of the Dean of Students, 3rd floor Student Union Bldg) 
2.  University Catalog (available at the Javelina House/New Student Information Center)  3.  Academic Planner (in your Student Handbook)
Course Grading:  This course is designed on a point system whereby you can earn a maximum number of points (to be determined, but will total approximately 59-100).  Your letter grade is based on the percentage of those points you acquire during the semester:  >90 = A, 80-90 = B, 
70-80 = C, 60-70 = D, <60 = F.  BIOL 1201 is considered a part of your general education requirement for this university (just as are courses like, English, history, political science etc.), and therefore must be passed in order for you to graduate.  Even if you plan to transfer, most universities require a course such as this, so it is in your BEST INTEREST to do well THIS semester and fulfill this requirement.  The course is not difficult, but you MUST fulfill the requirements... just follow instructions, complete your assignments ON TIME and you will earn a good grade!  Note:  Students do not do well in this course if they 1) do not attend class and /or 2) do not complete assignments!
How to maximize 
ATTEND CLASS!  PARTICIPATE IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS, ACTIVITIES, ETC.!
point acquisition:
WORK EFFECTIVELY IN TEAMS; DO WELL ON EXAMS AND QUIZZES!

SUBMIT PROJECTS, HOMEWORK AND OTHER ASSIGNMENTS ON TIME!  

IMPORTANT DATES:  Mid-semester point is October 10 (Mon).  October 27 is the Title IV 60% of semester.  October 31 (Mon) is officially the last day to drop a course with an "automatic Q".  The last day to drop or withdraw from the University is November 28 (Mon).

ATTENDANCE:  Attendance and adult behavior are mandatory.  Students attending class may not leave until the class is over.  Cell phones must be turned off during class.
MAKE-UPS:  No make-ups will be given for quizzes or in-class assignments.  In order to be eligible for a make-up on the mid-term exam, you must notify me at least by THE DAY OF THE EXAM.  The make-up exam format is at the discretion of the instructor.  The final exam will be given on the date set by the University.  No early finals will be given.

TOPICS for Arts and Sciences 1201:
Discipline-Based Topics/Assignments (Minimum number of class meetings - 16)

1. Using the library as it relates to the discipline(s) (2-3)

2. Significant project impacting world view of the student (novel-play-object) (3)

3. Peer personal stories with appropriate discipline-related responses (2)

4. Guest lectures with summaries/reactions/analysis by students (1-2)

5. Discipline-based computer use including Email/Internet systems (1-2)

6. Disciplines’ organizations (clubs/honors/associations: e.g., Pre-Law society, Life Science Club, French Club, etc.)

7. Exploration of careers in specific disciplines, which includes an interview with an individual employed in the career of interest.  (1)

8. Community service projects in the discipline(s) (1)

9. Directions for success in disciplines (1)

10. Note-taking and test-taking skills which promote success in any discipline (1)

11. Reactions to assigned university events (guest lectures, recitals, theater productions, etc.) Which relate to the discipline(s) (1) 

University Mechanics Topic/Assignments   (Minimum number of meetings - 14)

1. History of TAMUK (1)

2. The mission of the university as reflected in the President’s inauguration speech (1)

3. Critique of Freshman Convocation scheduled for September 18(1)

4. Note-taking and test-taking (non-discipline specific) (1)

5. Financial Aid and Money Management

6. Time Management (1-2)

7. Mentor/Advisor Track Down (1)

8. Student Handbook Hunt (1)

9. Pre-registration procedures - students must show 1201 instructor the registration form with advisor’s signature! (1)

10. University catalog hunt (1)

11. Registration procedures - students must show 1201 instructor their printed schedules! (1)

12. Calculating GPA (1)

13. Q-Dropping (1)

14. Guest lectures by student leaders, staff and administrators (particularly President of SGA) (1-2)

15. Critique of college life (1)

ASSESSMENT for Arts & Sciences 1201: During the semester, you will be given various kinds of assignments.  They will range from written summaries of guest lectures, e-mail assignments, to working out mathematical problems.  Some will be in-class and some will be out-of-class assignments.  If you miss an in-class assignment, it cannot be made up.  DO NOT MISS CLASS!  

Tentative Point Distribution (Means of assessment):  Points are distributed among the following course requirements/activities:

Major Exams:
Midterm 
[Oct. 10]
=
15 points


Final (Comprehensive) 
[Dec. 8 (Thur) @ 10:40 AM]
=
15 points

Class Assignments = 6 – 10
Library Assignments = 4 – 8 pts

Class Participation/Team Work = 10 pts
Internet Research = 2 - 4 pts

E-mail Correspondences = 4 – 8 pts
Guest Speaker Summaries = 25 – 40 pts

Community Service Project(s) = 4 – 8 pts
Career Exploration/Power Point Presentation = 0 – 2 pts

Student Web Site = 0 – 5 pts
Surveys = 2 – 6 pts

This syllabus is intended to be informational not contractual.  The instructor reserves the right to amend, alter, change, delete, or modify the syllabus in any manner that he/she deems necessary and is in the best interest of BIOL 1201 and TAMUK.

Disability Statement:  This course complies with the ADA requirements as stated on pages 2 & 11 of the Student Handbook and on page 3 of the Faculty Handbook.  Students with disabilities, including learning disabilities, who wish to request accommodations in this class should notify the Services for Student Disabilities (SSD) Office early in the semester so that appropriate arrangements will be made.  In accordance with federal law, a student requesting accommodations must provide documentation of his/her disability to the SDD assistant coordinator.  For more information, call (361) 593-3024 or visit Life Services and Wellness.  

Academic misconduct (See page 23, section 100 of Student Handbook):  You are expected to practice academic honesty in every aspect of this course.  Make sure you are familiar with your Student handbook, especially the section on academic misconduct.  Students who engage in academic misconduct are subject to university disciplinary procedures.  Forms of academic dishonesty:  
1.  Cheating: deception in which a student misrepresents that he/she has mastered information on an academic exercise that he/she has not mastered/ giving or receiving aid unauthorized by the instructor on assignments or examinations.  2.  Academic misconduct: tampering with grades or taking part in obtaining or distributing any part of scheduled test.  3.  Fabrication: use of invented information or falsified research.  4.  Plagiarism: unacknowledged quotation and/or paraphrase of someone else’s words, ideas, or data as one’s own in work submitted for credit.  Failure to identify information or essays from the Internet and submitting them as one’s own work also constitutes plagiarism.

Nonacademic misconduct (See page 23, section 100 of the Student Handbook):  The university respects the rights of instructors to teach and students to learn.  Maintenance of these rights requires campus conditions that do not impede their exercise.  Campus behavior that interferes with (1) the instructor’s ability to conduct the class or (2) the inability of other students to profit from the instructional program, will not be tolerated.  An individual engaging in such disruptive behavior may be subject to disciplinary action.  The Dean of Students under nonacademic procedures will adjudicate such incidents.

Sexual misconduct (See page 23, section 200 of Student Handbook):  Sexual harassment of students and employers at Texas A&M University-Kingsville is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Any member of the university community violating this policy will be subject to disciplinary action.

GRADE STRUCTURE:
Assignments, Homework & Exercises
50 pts
Grades will be based on
(Assessment Measures)
Attendance/Effort/Participation
20 pts
the overall point total:

Mid Term Exam 
15 pts
A = 90-100

Final Exam (Comprehensive)
15 pts
B = 80-90; C = 70-80


TOTAL
100 pts
D = 60-70; F = < 60

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE FALL 2005


Friday
Saturday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Final Exam Time
12-2-05
12-3-05
12-05-05
12-06-05
12-07-05
12-08-05

	8:00-10:30 AM
	9:30 TR
	Sat., 8:00 TR Classes;
	12:00 MWF
	8:00 MWF
	11:00 MWF
	4:00 TR

	10:40 AM - 
1:10 PM
	1:00 TR
	11:00 TR
	HIST 1301 - 1302
	4:00 MWF
	9:00 MWF
	1:00 MWF

	1:20 - 3:50 PM
	2:00 MWF
	ACCT 2301 - 2302
	3:00 MWF
	10:00 MWF
	2:30 TR
	

	4:00 - 6:30 PM
	WRIT 0300;

ENGL 1301 -02
	POLS 2301 - 2302
	MATH 1314, 1324, 1325; ALGE 0300 - 0301
	
	
	


*Saturday classes meet at regular class times. 
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	Aug. 27 
	First class meetings of all Saturday students. 

	Aug. 29-Sept. 7 
	Permission from the adviser, chair, professor, and dean to register or change classes. 

	Sept. 5 
	Labor Day holiday. 

	Sept. 7 
	5 p.m. NO REGISTRATION BEYOND THIS POINT. Twelfth Class Day. Census Date. 

	Sept. 13 
	2 p.m. Freshman Convocation 

	Oct. 10 
	Mid-semester Point. 

	Oct. 19 
	9 a.m.  All mid0semester grades due in the Office of the Registrar. 

	Oct. 27 
	Title IV 60% of semester. 

	Oct. 28 
	Book and tuition emergency loans due. 

	Oct. 31 
	5 p.m.  Last day to drop a course with an automatic grade of Q. 

	Nov. 7 
	Registration for spring semester 2006.

	Nov. 24-25 
	Thanksgiving vacation. 

	Nov. 28-Dec. 1 
	Dead Week. 

	Nov. 28 
	5 p.m. Last day to drop a course or withdraw from the university. 

	Nov. 30 
	Last class day. 

	Dec. 1 
	Study Day (no classes). 

	Dec. 2-3 and 5-8 
	Final examinations for fall semester. 

	Dec. 9 
	Commencement. 

	Dec. 9 
	6 p.m. Residence halls close. 

	Dec. 12
	9 a.m. All grades due in the Office of the Registrar. 


